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Is  in te rn a t io n a l 
a rb it ra t io n  a  
to o l fo r 
d e ve lo p m e n t  
o r a  va m p iric  
p a ra s ite ?



Th e  Crit iq u e
Investment arbitration undermines 
the development of local legal 
institutions and the domestic rule of 
law.

Th e  Re s p o n s e
Investment arbitration has a 
symbiotic relationship that fosters 
development of local rule of law.



Pro p o s it io n  1
International arbitration creates 
unique and potentially valuable 
international professional 
opportunities for local legal 
professionals.

Pro p o s it io n  2
International arbitration provides 
local legal professionals with a 
readymade toolkit to implement 
local rule-of-law reforms and 
incentives to pursue them.



Th e  p ro c e s s

Local legal professionals 
want to access the 
professional benefits of 
international arbitration

The reforms are more 
effective because they are 
implemented by local 
professionals for a specific 
purpose
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International arbitration 
provides them with detailed 
laws, rules, and standards 
designed to promote effective 
arbitration

Local professionals introduce 
legislative reforms, judicial 
training, reforms in legal 
education, and attorney 
training 



Wh y it  w o rks ?
1. En lig h te n e d  s e lf- in te re s t  of 

well-positioned legal professionals 
who can successfully implement 
reforms into local legal system

2. It combines s t ru c tu ra l le g a l
fra m e w o rks  with d e ta ile d  
ru le s  a n d  s ta n d a rd s that are 
tied to the n a tu re  of international 
adjudication



Th e  
e ffe c ts

C
onflicts

a t to rn e ys  a n d  a rb it ra to rs  
t ra in e d  in  in te rn a t io n a l 
s ta n d a rd s  fo r c o n flic ts  o f 
in te re s t  a re  le s s  like ly to  a c c e p t  
m u c h  lo w e r s ta n d a rd s  in  
d o m e s t ic  a rb it ra t io n  o r in  
n a t io n a l c o u rt  lit ig a t io n

Jud
g

es 

a  ju d g e  t ra in e d  to  
a c c u ra te ly in te rp re t  
a rb it ra t io n  la w s  a n d  

t re a t ie s  d o e s  n o t  
e a s ily ta ke  a  d iffe re n t  

a p p ro a c h  w h e n  
a p p lyin g  d o m e s t ic  

la w

Rule-of-law reforms are more “sticky” 
when there is buy-in by specific individuals 
through training and 
incentivized by professional opportunities



So m e  c a s e  s tu d ie s

Pe ru Ge o rg ia Yo u r e xa m p le s ? 



More case studies of 
how international 
arbitration can have a 
positive effect on the rule 
of law in a country

How can and does the 
international arbitration 
community learn from the 
expertise and insights of 
local professionals and 
their experiences?

Can these ideas and 
efforts be turned to 
combat corruption? 

Fu tu re  re s e a rc h
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Leveraging 
local insights 
to promote 
transparency, accountability
& diversity
globally



HOW IT WORKS

visit arbitratorintelligence.com



Th a n k yo u
& 

d is c u s s io n
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